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Tanka lconography

A glear understanding of Tibetan art would reauire knowledae of the doctrises of Mehavana

Budchizm and 15 beyond the scooe of this edhibit

e wi ] hiseter, gresent here g simole and

suserficial ouide to the structure of the paintings and the fiqures deoicted

Light within the painting =ither lacks any dentifiable source o smarates from the deifies
themse lves

In the general distribution of Figures within the tanka the cenler
honcred teachers ard faverife deities of

rain figure. the too portion by

1% wieally scnpied by the
the ruin figers. and
Faces

the bolton portion by erotectors of the faith. mogt often o their wrathful shaces

lconograchy can become aurte comolicated but for those who have not been erosed bo the
Buddhist pantheon  the follonmg broad def initions may hele

Budahe Sakyssun] (Tn-kyn=Trabopa) 1z the historical Buddhe who lived brem o 566 B O to 485
BC He was Prince Siddarths of the Sakya tribe and his clan nase was Gautasa In taska art he
chois

15 often depicted seated wn the lotus position

either at the mosent of enlighteanent oy

indicated by the gasturs of his right hand calling the sarth to witmass o in the gesture of
teaching
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